The Associated Chambers of Commerce.
His Excellency Sir F. Sykes, Governor of Bombay open'ng the eleventh
annual conference of the Associated Chambers of Commerce at Bombay on the
[6TH DECEMBER 1929 delivered an interesting address surveying the position
of trade in India. He laid stress on the need for linking the London-Karachi
Air Mail to all parts of India,
The conference was well attended, Sir George Rainy,«Sir George Schuster,
ard Sir B. N. Mitra were present on the dais. The Bomb:, y commercial comm-
unity, Indian and European, were also present.
Presidential   Address.
Mr, G. L, Winter botham, in the course of his presidential address, observed :—
It is of the first importance that common ground should be found for re-
presentatives of all shades of commercial opinion in India to meet and discuss
the many problems that arise with a view to the general advancement and
benefit oflndia's trade as a whole. Difficulties and difference of opinion there are
bound to be, but I am optimist enough, myself, to look forward to the day when,
to use the words of Sir Purushothamdas Thakurdas in his presidential address
to the Federation of Indian Chambers in December last year, " The distinction
between Indian and the British in the commerce and industry of the country will
disappear, and both British and Indian industialists and businessmen will work
harmoniously together in promoting the economic well-being of the country/'
I doubt very much whether the extent to which this is already taking place is
realised, but there still remains a long way to go before the ideal is attained and
no suitable opportunity of progressing towards it should be neglected.
It will be noted, sir, that our agenda contains no re erence to political and
constitutional matters. This may seem strange at a time when we stand on
the threshold of a new political era, but the association is in the position of
having made its contribution to the general problem and of awaiting ^the result.
Some of us no doubt await the publication of the Simon Commission's report
in that spirit of resolute resignation in which a former Secretary of State for
India advised his noble colleagues in a matter wholly unconnected withjndia,
to go into the lobby. Others, and I believe the majority of us, do so in the
confident hope that many of the worst features of the situation in India to-day
will disappear under a constitution which puts on the elected representatives
of the people the responsibility for the good government of the country.
It is only natural that organisations like ours, representing large trading
and industrial interests should be solid behind the Viceroy in his efforts to
secure the consideration of this great problem by all parties in an atmosphere
of political calm. Myself, I echo some recent words of Mr. M. A. Jinnah: " It
is now for India to play up and support and strengthen the hanls of the Viceroy."
The past year has seen the setting up ot two bodies, one permanent and one
temporary, on both of which this association is represented and from both of
which extremely important results may be expected. I refer to the Council of
Agricultural Research and the Banking Inquiry Committee. The former is the
outcome of a recommendation by the Royal Commission on Agriculture, while
the latter owes its origin, at any rate in part, to the demand for an enquiry
into the regulation of banking in this country, put forward by the Association,
enquiry covers a very wide field, and we may hope that it will achieve the
ofa wider use of banking facilities a bettet mobilisation of the country's
and speedier development on sound lines.
year Sas been marked by the inauguration of the London-India Air-Mail
and our agefeda is evidence, if evidence ?is needed, of the great interest which

